A BRIEF 


{COLLECTION 


Inſtances 
ef Holy Scripture, 


"AND 


cient. Laws of Eng 
Concurring againſt nh 


{ Perſecution, Oppzeſſion 


And ſte 
:Recomended Inj io 
to the ſerious Conſt 
01{ideration 
of 


all Sin 
cere \Friends to tl 
LINGDOM. _ ng 


=—y 


B 
y Wilkam 
Holgate : 
_ 


| Ort 1 
"RE ated in the Year 1686. 
- - _ . | : 


(3) 


Oe uot the King, no not in thy Thoughts, an4 Curſe not 
the Rich, in thy Bed-Chamber ; for 4 Bird of the air 
ſhall carry the woice, and that which hath wings ſþall tell 

the matter, Ecclel. 10. 26. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, let it ſuffice.you O Princes [4 Iſrael, re- 
move Violence and Spoil, and execiite Fudgment «nd Juſtice, take 
away your Exa*tions from wy People;' [air the Lord God. Exck. 


T bis the City to be wiſited, ſhee i wholly oppreſtion in the midſt of 
her. Jer.'6: 6. 

He that turneth away his Ear from hearing the Law, even his Prayer 
ers: ſhall be chominarion.' ' Pio. 28.%., oo OO 

O that thy were wiſe, 'that they underſtood thit; that they would rt 
member their latter end, Deut. 32. 29. 

Run ye to and frothrough the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and /ce now ayd' 
know, and ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find « Pan p 
if there be any that execrteth'Judyiuent, that ſeeketh the rath,. 
and I will pardon it,* Jeri, 14) | herd o& bs BY 

Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſt ſake; fart 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Math. 5. 10. | 

Who is 4 wiſe man and endued with knowledge amoneF# you, let him * 
ſhew out of a good-converſation his works with meekneſs of -wi/-- 
domi. James ;. 1}. | 

If the Foundations be deftroyed, what can the Righteons do? Pla." - 
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The Cretion Radamanthus Eg ranks, 
ApggRlalereal Judges for his pranks, 

He firit Condemned, chen Try'd, and by his aw, 
Sabſervian: co his will, did make the Law. 


Who makes his will is Rule, and Power his Law, 
Dork plainly.ſhew, Gods wil he dochnor know. 


He that convicts upon an Information, 

Not having heard che accul d's Vindication, 
Perchance may hirche mark, yer is h s way 
Very un a't, as all good Laws do ſay. 
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A Brief Colle&ion of Certain Inſtances of Holy S criftare, 
and Ancient Laws.of. England, concurring againſt, 
Perſeeution, Oppreſſron and Injuſtice, repre”. .* 
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I will get me unto tht great men, and with ſpeak unto them, for they have 
known the Way of the Lord, andthe / udgment of their God: Jer. x, ſ:> 


Hat the great men of England have in ſome.degreeforn 
known the way of the Lord, witneſs fome of the an 
| and fundamental Laws of England, and the Maxim# upon 


which they are grounded. 

Firſt that Book called Doftor and Srudent,ch. 2:p. 4. declares * That 
© the main and principal Foundation of the Zaw of England, is the Law 
*#sf God, and that Law 'is written inthe heert of man, which is, man 
© created inthe Image of God, and this Law is always righteous, ftir< 
© ring upthe man to do-that whictis Good, and abhor that which is 
© Evil ;z-and therefore (ſaith-the Book) againſt this kaw,Preſcription, 
«Statute, Cuſtom may not prevail, and if any bebrought againlt it, 
they are void, and againft Juſtice, &c. 55 - 

' And pag. 12. chap.'4 * Every good Law is orfiined for the health of 
© the Soul, and to the fulflling of tht Keawt of God, and to induce the 
© people to fly evil delires,and to-do good works. Alſo the Ci dinal of 
© Cambrey writes, that every Law of Aſan, mult be conſonarſt tothe Law 
© of God, and theretore the Law'sf Princes, the Commandments of Pres . 
ates, the Statutes of Commonalitses, nor the Ordinance of the Church is 
©not Righteous, nor @bligatory, except it be confonantto the Law 
*$ of Ged. | 9 eLIOT-29 

and of ſuch a Law of man that is conſonant tothe Eaw of God, it 
appeareth who hath right to Lands and Goods, and who hath nor, for 
whatſoever a man hath by fuch Laws of man; he hath Righteouſly, and 
whatſoever he hath againſt(or contrary) to ſuch Laws is uotizhceoufly 
(and unlawfully): had- ich 931 ST0907 N22! 

And the intent of a Law-Maker, "is to makethe people Good, ad 
to brirgthem ro Vertue ; and _—_ | have ſomewhat in general (hew- 

cd 


—— 


A 


( 6Y 
ed thee whereupon the Law of England is grounded (for of neceſſity) 
it muſt be grounded of theſe Laws (thatis to ſay) of the Law Foo Ty 
nal, of the Lawof Reaſon, and of the Lawof Ged, & oe. 

But this hall be the Covenant, that I will make with the bouſe of Iſrael, 
after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, '1 will put my Laws in their inward parts, 
and write them.an their hearts, ' und I will be their God and they ſhall be my 
People, Jer,321-334 4-1 $41, $1 

With this agrees the Prophet of the Lord, Micah 6. 8. He hath ſhex- 
ed thee, -O-man, what is good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
80 do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk, humbly with.thy God... 

Stat. 20. Ed. ; 1- * The Kings Juſtices. ſhall do right to all, without 
© ſpettof Perſons, notwithſtanding the Kings Letters orCommard 
©to the ry, and if any ſuch bez' they; {hall acquaint-the- King 
© and-his Council therewith, they ſhall takeno fee but of the Kine, 
© nar give Council where he is a party, and if. they do amiſs they ſhall 
©be at the Kings will in Body, Goods and Lands. 

O houſe of David, thus ſaith the Lord, Exceente Fudgment in the Morn- 
 #ng, and deliver himthat is ſpoiled out of the band of the Oppreſſor, leaſt my 
fwy goon ig fire, and burnthat none oan quenchit, becauſe of the til of 
your adoings,. Jer. 21+ 12. :; 

; Thus [aith the Lord, Exeente ye Tudgment and Righteouſneſs, and deliver 
the ſpoiled out of the hand of the Oppreſſor, and do no wrong,, do no violence 
to the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, nor the Widow, neither ſhed mnnocent blood, 
Jer. 23. 3-: | 

Thea ſhall the King ſay unto them on kis right hand, Come ye bleſſed 
cf my Father, &c. Mutt. 25.34: and ver/. 40. Verily I ſay unto you, 
in as much. as. ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Bre- 
thren, ye havedone it unto me. 

_ Magna Charts 29.9. H..3. * Nofree man ſhall be taken, impriſoned, 
«diſſected... out-lawed, exciled, or other ways deſtroyed, or condem- 
* ned without Tryal by his Peers, orthe Law, Jultice- or Right ſhall 
6 nat be ſold, denied or deferred to auy,&c. 
+; Thon ſhalt not wreſt the judgment of thy poor in his Cauſe. Keep 
thee far froma falſe matter, and the Innocent and Righteous ſlay thou 

for I will not juſtifie the Wicked, Exod. 23. 6, 7. 

And I charged you Judges at thattime, ſaying,- Hear the Cauſes be- 
tween your Brethren,and judge righteouſly betweenevery Man aud his 
Brocher, and the Stranger that is with him, Dex. 1. 16. 

Ye. ſhall not reſpeCt perſons in judgement,. but ye ſhall dvetbe 


- {mall as well as the thextrat you! on 2 not be i tide SEfre at rh, 
for the judgment is 

And if yecall on'the 6 ſe who without reſpeft of perf perſoris, judge 
eth every one according tghis works;paſs the time of your ſojourning 
here in fear, 1 Peter 1. 17. * 

Stat. 5. Ed. 3. ER gr had ade 24.0 | 
rofl nr -judged «> Lie dy or” King bak he enfiem 

Goods of Chattels ſciled into S the form | 

*the great Charter, arid the ar Bros ih w 

Stas. 28. Ed. 3. 3. *None ſhall be put from his Lands or Tenne- 


© ment, lImpriſoned,Diſinherired,or put to Death without being brought 
* roanſwer by due proceſs of Law, 
And'Nicedemw. faid; doth our Law judge any mah befory ir bear, 


him, and know what he doth, *Fohn 7. 5 
" Aﬀts 25. 5,7, 8, 10, 16. Feſtw told 3 7owrifubie rave 


the Roman Laws to condemn any man, before hEthat was = 


-. the accuſers-face to face, and had licenſe to anſwer for. himfcl con- 
cerning the Crime laid againſt him. 
"One Witneſs ſhall not Tif&up veal a man for ary fnj dc 
for anySin, in-any Sin that he finneth:” Ar the'tmouth of. ny 
or at the month of three Witneſſes, ſhall the matter be 
Demt. 19.15. 
In the mouth of two or three Witneſles, crerioedalahbs efabn 
ſhed, -Adatt. 18. 16. 
Star. 4. Hen. 4.12. *The King commandeth all Juſtices of ny 
* diligently/to exerciſe their Office, to the end, thathis peopteby th 
© means living "in peace, * and enjoying their owtr Haghaid 
© qouriſh,ke alſo chargeth all both Poor and Rich "that ſhall foffer pid 
© grievance from others (wherein a Juſtice of Peace may intermedfe C 
* that they forth. with, make complaint thereof fo the next Juſtice 
© Peace, &c. * dp 
Open thy Month for the Dnnib,*in "eſe Bo 
poiuted to Deſtrution.. Open th auth jodg F ap 
the Cale of the Poor and Needy, Prov." 31: ons | 
' Bleſſed are the Peace-makers foe they. ſhall be ctteifthe Childr ea 
God, Mut.'s.'9.* Then Diftthers and” falſt accuſing Deftroyers af 
en fy Nragrae, Neigh urs, ſhall nor t be ſo'@ ed. 
arta,'c ap. 14; 9, Hen. 3. ©Aa man ſhiltnot beamer- , 
*ced oy aſmall 4 hit RKENELY to the matiner thereof,and for a 
'B2 great, 


"= (8F- 
rding to Gring to him} 
oth OED; On Mare tug Ao | 
. The.glemeney of Engliſh, Natures hath reſolved into an Axiom,that 


Penal Laws are tobe taken ( 5s Miriori Senſu )..in the more mild and 
favourable _ and that Amerciaments ſhould have, (AG/cricordia ) 


mercy,inth 
4 "Minter o | hl ahi wen oy jon Law, .-It-is ap: abuſe ta 


r ons Trefpals, 38 toa Corporal 
nce Ranlot is but a cedemption 
* from-corp Loqnlunens na aFine, 

.-*Ttis iptgreſtio have his SubjzQs pacified ; force isa1 encs 


*my to the Law. 

» 14> Arronr git. Differin & Reddifſerri in, chap. 2. 
. dan, ſo be hed that I cannot, M [ANUre, 
or | uly, in which caſe it makes one an outragious 
eDiſri LT gs ea Dy PO Sufic Cook 15, for Ti eand 
©Trafl + the livelibood,and ty life of the Common-Wealth, where- 
& In ans every Subject ha * an. Intereſt, whencc it follows,that 


hy ao ge exceſliye diltreſſes and ſpoil on the 


26z&&.. dd at 2Bajalſt cheltitereſt both 


O Is ga . the Prophct againſt thin that put far from 

vers e evil day,& caules the dateof violence to come near, Amos 6. 5. 
at hath not oppreſſed any, but hath reſtored tothe Debtor 
biz Phetg > hath ſpoiled nene by Violence, hath given his Bread.to the 
and bathe covered, the Naked with a Garment, hath executed 
eebent berwixt man and man : ,Heis juſt, he ſhall fursly live 

Git the Lord, Exckze! 18. 7,8, 9, 

' Do Violence to no ang AAS accuſe any falſcly, and be content 


Tort W Luk 

e Prophet rainga 5 Heh alla ſence of Goſpel times, ſaith, waſt- 
rk, one c ny not, bear puleg but, be abtiored of all 

cal Lene Rat eed topether;. and the Lyon ſhall cax 

ray like the; Bullock, and "4 ſhall be. the Serpents food, they 

Fs not hyrt,nor. Tray: io all my. [hel Mountain, | ſaith the Lotd, 


ſa. 85. 25. 
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It-is very 2pparefit, that the Fundamental Laws of -Eng/and are con- 
ſonant withthe Royal Law of God, written in the heart of man by his 
holy Spirit, fo Jetall-bohove the leaſt ſpark of reaſon left in them 
Judge,whether it is not highpreſumption againſt God and bis unlimit- 
ted Prerogative,& Law written inthe hearts of his people (Fer. 31.33.) 
to ſet up mans Law above it, and force the execution thereof againſt it, 
Oh;that al} that are in Authority would ' Read, Medicate and feriouſly 
Conſider the Teſtimony recorded 1ſa5ah 59. that fo they may -ncver. 
cauſe-the cry of Oppreſlion to be laid at their-Doors. ' | 

I could give alarge account out of Cook,, Shepherd, Forteſcue, Wat- ' 
terheuſe, Keeble-and others, who have written in the praiſe of Evgliſh 
Laws,and of the great care the makers thereof had, tor the preſcrya- 
tion .of Husbandry aad Trade,and that ſuch as. were imployed therein 
might- bhe-preſeryed from Rapipz .Wrong, .or other 1njuties, or be. 
vext or injuriouſly puniſbed, by.lll, Looſe, Vicious, Coveteous, Poor, 
and Beggerly Perſons; for the Law's Wiſdom is apparetit,in that it has 
excluded neceſlitous-perſons, and ſuch as have accuſtomed themſelves 
toſhiſtand ſbarkfrom all Credit as Witneſſes, and alſo all ſuch per- 
ſonsas may or doth expe#Þ any reward or proht by the recovery had» 
by their Teſtimony... | 

[ do not read of any Statute, Law or Decree, that isin force in 
Englend,that appoints a puniſhment for any man or men, that worfhips * 
God in Spirit and in Truth; neither doth any Engliſh Law (I know 
of ) appoint a puniſhment for. any that meets together upon a Relig i-. 
ous accompt ſimply .and barely44- but puniGett all foch as makes Reli- 
Eiqn. a Cloak for their evil{ntentions, who mceting obſcurely;ſome- 
thing that is evil-init- ſelf, either in words or aCtions at ſuch Mect» 
i10gs being (aid or done +: | 

For the Liturgy of the Church of Englard, hath this precept, *Thaxg 
© it. is very meet, -right.and our bavnden duty, that we ſhould at all 
©times andin all places give thanks;unto thee OLord, Holy Father, 
* Almighty-Everlating; God, GG, | $0 I 

I will thexefore thatimen pray. every where, lifting vp holy-bards 
withopt wrath.and doubtings - i Tam. 2.8.7. * . 

: Upon thefirſt day of-the weeks, -when the Diſciples were come to» 
gether to break Bread,c Raw Preachgd-.to them, ready to depart cn the 
m9rows 3d continedd bisfpeechyuntilmigught :- . And there werg 
many Jightsinthe upper Ghamber whercabey-wcrc £4:hwed Wecibery 


MF .20. 7 8. 
; . Ard 


Ks SG ; 
+ And Partdivelt two whole years in his own hired houſe, and recei- 
ved all that came' in unto him : Preaching the Kingdom of God, and 
teaching thole things which concerning 'the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with 
all Confidence, no man forbiding him, As 28. 30, 3 I. 

On All Saints day Mar. 5.to the 13 verſ. is appointed to beread ; 
And ſeeing the multitades he went npinto a Monntain, and when he 
was ſet his Difeples. came unto him, And be opened his Month and 
ravght them, &c. 7+ wht $ 

And the people were aſtoniſhed at his DoCtrine: For he taught-them 
as one that had Authority, and not as the Scribes, Mar. 7. 28, 29. 

Seeing then that the Antient Fundamental Laws and Statutes of Eng- 
land,the Expoſition made upon them,by the great Judges, & men learn- 
ed in the Laws of this Land,in praiſe of rhem;rthe confirmation whereof 
great Judges,in our awn days allow of theTeſtimony of holy Scriptures 
confirms, the Liturgy of the Church of England al'ows, and alfo 
enjoyns ; who can think that Perſons affefting the Law, true Friends 
to the King and Kingdom, ſhouldever be ſo far miſtaken as toſtrength- 
en the hands of them: that Proſecute, Puniſh, Perſeute and Deftroy, 
ſober, . peaceable, vpright hearted people ( reprochfully called Qua» 
kers) again whom voruwg that is evil in itſelt can juſtly be proved, 
orever hath been proved, but only concerning the worſhip of. their 
God. , 

© yegreat men of England,read Daniel's Cauſe of being Perſecuted, 
recorded Damel 6. 5. Them (aid theſe men, we ſhall not find any oc-' 
caſion againſt this Daniel, except we find it againlt him,concerning the 
Law of his God; the. whole Chapter is your reading, and your 
conſideration. As alſo the record of Efher concerning Hamens haugh- 
tineſs, who becauſe Mordica: the Few did not bow unto -him, nor reve- 
rence him as he expected, ſought «ccafion to deſtroy him, -and all the 
Jews that were in the.Kingdom of Abaſ#cru5ppromiling to bring 
ten thonſand talents of, Silver into the Kings Trealuries. 

Where #:x/t,Let it be abſcrved,as well as it is recorded,that Mordicas 
(thovgh a Jew, and hig and their Laws 7 as co' Religion ) were diverſe 
from all people of Media and Perſia) yet he was admitted to ſit in the 
Kings Gare, having difcoyered the treaſonnable intent of  Bigran and 

Terejh, two of the Kings Chamberlains, Efther 2-21. | 


Secondly, the regard Mordecai lad of Gotls Ronourand Command- 
ment, not 'to give flattering 'titles,. or *#620pt any" nians prog 


dies 12.) . | 
Fob 32.814 22+ . Therefore did;not Afordecas bow uuto Hamar, nor 
dohim ſuch reverence as he Eſther 3.2. 
| Thirdlyz\The Envy, Wrath and evil Intent that aroſe in Hamana- 
aganiſt Morgecas, 2nd the reaſon of it, as in verſe 5. 

Foxribly, The-way and method he took to accompliſh and ayenge 
himſelf of him,”verſe $8. He informed the King, ſaying, There is 
a certain people ſcattered abroad, and diſperſed among the people in 
all the Proyincesof OpRiagdom, and their Laws are diverſe from 
all people;neither keep they the King's Laws, therefore it is not for the 
King's pros to ſaffer them- (the margin hath it) it is not meet or e- 

ual to {uffer them, verſe 9. If it pleaſe the King let it be written, that 

y may bedeſtroyed, and 1 will pay ten thouſand talents of Silver, 
tothe hands of thoſe that ſha!l have the charge of thebuſineGs, to bring 
it intothe Kings Treaſuries. - 

Fifthly, Mordecai's behaviour upon knowledge of the Kings decree, +» 
for his and the Jews Deſtruction, Eſther 4. 1. He rent his Clothes, 
and put on Sackcloth and wept bitterly. Mark, He did not plot or 
conſpire Treaſon, neither did any other of the Jews that were inthe 
King's Provinces meet together to plot and conſpire Trexſon, bur 
verſe 3. In every Province .whitherſoever the Kings Commandment, 
and his Decree came; there was great Mourning amongſt the Jews, 
and Faſting, and Weeping, and Wailing, and many lay in Satkcloth 
and Aſhes, mark, they did not meet-to do any evil againſt the King, 
his Crown or Dignity, though rendered and accounted Seditious. 

Sixthly, The way the Jews took for their help, and to prevent the 
Decree againſt them, "Fhey gathered all the Jews that were prefent in 
_ together, to Faſt and Pray and patiently waited the Lord's 
will concerning them, Eſther 4. '6. += 

Seventhly, How much the Kings damage would have been by fo 
cruel and outragious a work, as the mewn, 2 a great number of 
Fathilies of the Jews, which were ſcatttered abroad through the hnn-. 
dred twenty and ſeven Provinces of his Kingdom, who were induſti i- 
ous people. And it is a certain Truth that the Glory of a Princeis in 
the multitude of his People, not idle loytering Beggers,or prophane 
ſpend-thrift Informers,but men of induſtry and diligence, as the Tews 
were: But alas, who, that are truly conſcientioullyReligions can eſcape, 
ſeeing their conſcientious meeting together- to pray unto- God, : nd 
worſhipping him, is made fo great-acrimez asto forleit the frets of 
their Induſtry and Diligence. 


Erghily 


TEE CSC 


a 


(12 $. - | 
'Eightly, Read the juſt judgmentgf God vpotiames and hj#Feivlily; 
with his abetters (who Livin the! ing knowledge of the' great 'da- 
iage that would enſue to his Kingdom, by Hamarn's wicked deviſe, 
which he had deviſed againſt the-Jews, turned the heart of the 
ſothat he cauſed the evit Hamgn intended; againit Adordegas and the 
Jews, to fall upon his own head, - Efther's: 25. | 

Ninthly, The Lord's good will to his people, attd the peace and 
tranquility of the King and Kingdom, when the wicked Counſeller 
was removed from the King, Efther 10. 2. 

Take away the wicked from beforethe King; and his Throne ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, Prov. 25. 5. 

« But the wicked are Like the troubled Sea, when it cannot reft whoſe 
waters caft up mire and dirt, 1/a. 57. 20. | 

Scripture records Haman and his Counſel wicked, How then fhall 
any in this day,- who, are found doing things of the ſame nature be 
reckoned ethetgwiſe ? 

Therefore, O ye great men of 'England, if you love the King 'ahd 
tender your qyyn Souls good, your Childrens and Families happineſs 
aiter ye, labour to put an end to thoſe Laws, by which a great num- 
ber of_ induſtrious and laborious innocent peaceable people ſuffer, 
and that nezreo the utter ruin of many of them and their Families; for 
be aſſured that the ſums of money whichi(by ſuch proſecution) comes 
intothe King's Treaſuries, will not counteryail the King's damage, 
nor anſwer the gain that would come to the:.King by their lawful 
Imployments and Trades. | 

l obſerve inthat excellent Declaration of * King Charles 2. dated 
December 26. 1662, - He declares his wonderfyl'Reſtoration without 
the leaſt blood-ſhed, by the military' ſword, and expreffeth his Cle- 
meney, or the Clemency of his Nature towards conſcious perſons, re- 


. fleting upon ſuch as by words or praCtiſe renders him otherwiſe, and 


acconnts them wicked and malicious, yea the moſt dangerons Enemies 
of his Crown, and of_the peace and happineſs of the Nation. 

© Conſiderations areto be had to the perſons of men,and to the Laws 
- of Charity more then to the triumping in any opinion,for whatſoever 
© is againſt the foundation of Faith, or contrary to good Life, or de-- 
* ſtruftive to humane Society, ought not to be tollerated ; mark, then 
©no wicked Itformers, or ſuch whohave, or will ſwear thatpeople, 


- *n:accably meet together to worſhip God are Riotters. 


And the expericnce which Chriftendom had in theſe laſt Ages is 
argrament 


Cr; ) 
» argrument enough,that tolleration of differing Opinions is ſo far ffom 
diſturbing the publick peace,or deſtroying the intereſt of Princes or 
people,that it doth advantage the publick, it ſecures the ;becapſe, 
' there is not ſa much as the: pretence of Religion left to ſuch perſons tp 
te contend for, it being already indulged to them, and they Ilnduſtri- 
ous, who defires to be ſerviceable in their Generations, cannot but 
Loyeand Honour that Government that preſerves them in the quiet 
as forms enjoyment of whats their'own, free from Rapine and 
POLL. . 8-5 'R 42 

Enſcbim in his ſecond Book of the Life of Conftantine, reports theſe 
* words of that great*Emperor, * Let them whicherr with joy receive 
© the- like fruCtion of peace and quietneſs with the faithful, fith the 
" ©reſtoring of communion and ſociety may bring them” into. the right 
© way of Truth, let none give moleſtation to any, letevery-one do as 
© he determines in his mind. | fa | 

© For it may be ſafe in diverſity of perſwaſions, and it is alſopart.of 
Chriſtian Religion, that the liberty of mens Conſciences ſhould be 
© preſerved in all things, where God hath net ſet a limit, and thisis 
© his limitting power, to do good untoall, and to keep a Conſcieuce 
© clear both towards God, and towards all men. | 

Now the end of the Commandment isCharity, out of apure Heart, 
and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith uufeigned, 1 7m. t. . 

He that followeth after Righteouſneſs and Mercy, ' findeth Life, 
Righteouſneſs and Honour, Prev. 21.21. / 

Mercy and Truth preſerves the King, and his Throne is upholdea 
by Mercy, Prov. 20. 28. 

If therefore you would that God ſhould preſerve the King, as for 
the mercy he hath ſhewed hitherto, and that you would have his 
Throne to be upholden, ſuffer not your ſelves to be over-awed, or 
grown upon by a falſe, mercileſs, perſecuting, furious people, whoſe 
converſations manifeſtly ſhew what ir is their inclinations lead to 
(that is to:ſay ) Rapin and Spoil, for covetous envious eads, ſubver- 
ting the Laws to contrary ends,then they ſeem-to have been made ; as 
22 Car 2. The Preface of which att is to prevent and ſuppreſs ſedi- 
tious Conventicles, and ſuch as at their Meetings, under colour of 
Religion, do or may contrive InſurreCtions, as late experience hath 
ſhewn, yet hath the bent of that At, by Coveteous,men, out-of 
meer envy {thereby rendering the Government-eruel) been greatly 
imployed againſt a peaceable people, againſt whom neither p 0g 
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of hurt againſt any, nor the leaft ſhew of Seditidn ever been, of + 
proved axzinft them. om} ©). | | 

| Let it be obſerved what agreat man'iof Zapland once faid, diſcours 
Sag of the hardſhip thet ery) wen Ig in this Natienunder- 
went by heard- hearted. men, ſpoke on this. wiſe, *ltis certainly a 
* uneaſie kind of lifeto any man, that hath cither Chriſtian .Charityy 
* zood Nature, er Humanity, to ſee his fellow Subjects daily divelt- 
*ed; of. their Liberties and: Birth-rights,- and. miſerably throws out 
© of their Poſſeflions and Free-Holds, only becauſe they eannot agree 
with others in ſome opinions and nicities of Religion, which their 
© Conſciences will not give them leave to cogſenttoo, and which even 
© by the confeſſion-of thoſe that would impoſe them, are no way ne- 
© ceſſary to Salvation z and that there is in this Nation a groſs miſtake 
*23 to the point of Government, becauſe it makes every nfan fafely 
*todepend vpon the wrong place, and not upon the Governours,not a 
© man living well towards this civil Government eſtabliſhed by Law, 
© but npon hisbeing tranſported with. Zeal, for every opinion that is 
© held in the Church + hr that -have power; and I conceire itis 2 
© miſtake in Religion, becauſe it is, pofitively againſt the exprets Do- 
* Krineof Chriſt Jeſus. '' Render to Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, 
and unto God the things that are Gods, Matt 22.21. 

Doubtleſs to meet together to worſhip and wait fingly upon God ; 
is2<chief thing that is due unto him. 

Then they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another, and 
the Lord harkened and heard it, and a Book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that chougi £ 
npon his Name, - Malachs 3.16. 

Paxl: advice is toavoid fooliſh and uniearnedQueſtions,knowing thet 
they gender ftrife, bnt the ſervant of the Lord muſt not Rrive, put Le 
gentle vnto all men, apt to teach, patient,in meckneſsjinſtr!©. ug thoſe 
that opoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give tliem Fepen- 
"tance, to'the acknowledging of - the Trath5-and that they may reco- 
ver thenaſelves out of the ſnare of the Devil, whoerc taken captive 
by him athis will, 2 Tim.2. 23, 24; 25» 26. 

Then not to ruig any, nor take by violence and force their Goods 
er Cattels, nor throw them into Priſon, there to be deſtroyed if they 
have not their corrupt wills anſwered; but what will be tne Portion, 

* 7 apd Gods Sentence/to all fuch their Aiders and Afiſtants, if they re- 
. peut not; is recorded Adar. 25.41, 4243, 44545 And verl.46. Apd 
| | thels 


| | t5)? . 
theſe ſhall 'ge inte" everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous ints 
Life Kter 


' Chriſoftom ſaid; -*1It ts'ndt the manner of the Children of God to 


© Perſecute others to death about their Religion, "but it hath been'and» 
is their condition ts be put to Death themſelves for the Teſtimony of 
© the Truth. Moreover '(Taid he) the ſhedding of bload about Reli- 
© pion, is an evident goken of Antithriſt, Relig. ' Urif. p. 192. 
HMinardu faid, * That the beſt writers of that time did agree. in onS 


© opinion, and with Tertallany Latantine, C affederrd and Foſophus, & a. ; 


© That people muſt inform wen'to imbrace Reli 


gion with Reaſon, and 
© not compel them by Vislence. | | 


M6ft "certain it is, That; that Religion whith is defended with * 


Crue!ty is nat grounded wpon the Word of God. 


LsZentie' (aid, *If you will with Blood, with Evil and with-Tors 
* ma;\ts, defend the Workkip, is fhall not thereby be defended buy © 


© 54llated. {bb. 5. chap. 26. * F 7 
© Where haſt thou ever read in thytays: (faid Morn) in the wri- 


©tings of the Apoitles,that Chriſt or the Apoſtles ever cryed out to tho * 


s Magiſtrates for their Power, againſt them that would not hear theiv 
*Dodrine, nor obey their words, I know certainly faid he, that where 


*the Magiltrate ſhall baniſh with the Sword, there is not the right * 
*© knowledge of the Spiritzal Word, -nor Church of*ChriRt, - it is, + 


© [nvecare brachium ſeculare. 


Kinp; James in his Speech to the Parliament, in the Year 2609 ſaid, 
© That it is a purerule in Divinity, that God never loves to plant his * 


Church with Violence and Blood ; and furthermore ſaid, It. was - 
© uſually the condition of Chriſtians-to bs Perſecuted, -but not to Pere 


© \6cute. 


King Charles the firſt in his Book called Erxon's F STAKE. 


Pag. 67. In his prayer to God, © Thou feeſt how much cruelty among 
© Chriſtians is ated under the' colonr of Religion, asif we could not 
© be Chriſtians unleſs we Crucifiz one another. ; 
Pag.'28.” *Make them at length ſeriovfly to confider that nothing 
© Violent or Injurioys, can'be Religions. 
Pag. 78. * Sure in matters of Religion, thoſe Truths gan moſt yr. 
© on mens Judgements and-Conſciences whichare leaſt urged with ſes 
© cular violence, which weakens Truth with prejudices. ; 
Pag.91, 92. © In pointof' trae Conſcientious tenderneſs, I haye 
* ofteg declared how little wy” my Laws and Sceptze ſhould in 
- treac 
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»*:rench-on Gods ſereraignity, which is the only King of mens Con- 
© ſciences. 

| Pag: 423. *Nor do | deſire any manſhould be ſubjeQt unto me further 
© then all of . us may be ſubject unto God ; -. | 

Pag. 76.-* The injoyning of Oathes, upen people muſt needs in 
© things doubtful be Dangerous, as in things unlawfal Damnable. 

Pag. 1. In his prayer, * O, never ſuffer me for any reafon of State, 
©togo againſt the reaſon of Conſcience; which is highly to fight againk 
© thee the God of .Reaſon and Judge of our Conſciences. 

*Clear op our underſtandings to fee thy Truth both in Reaſon as 


 ©Men and in Religion as Chriſtians. 


Pag. 164. * Church affairs ſhould be managed neither with Tyranny 
© Parity, nor Poupularity neither People oppreſſed. 

In his Advice to his Son Charles 2.5 Your Prerogative is beſt hewed 
© and exerciſed in remitting rather then exaCting the rigour of the Law, 
© there being nothing worſe then legal Tyranny. 

Pag. 241. © Alwayes kept up ſollid Piety, ard thoſe fundamental 
© Truths, which mend both hearts and lives of micn, with impartial fa» 
© your and juſtice, : 

.Pag. 228. * Keepyou to true Principles of Piety, Vertue and Ho- 
©nour, you ſhall never want a Kingdom. 

Pag. 346. It is indeed a ſad ftate for any man to have his Enemies. 
© to be Accuſer, Parties and Judge. 

From the afore recited Teftimonics and Precepts I obſerve Four 


_. weighty and undeniable Conclutons. 


Firſt, That Mercy and Truth, are two ef the main Pillars that ſup- 
port the King and Kingdom. 
Secondly, That Obedience to Magiſtrates ought to be for Conſcience 


« Take, and not for Fear or Wrath. 


Thirdly, That no Violence, or Injuries, ought to be inflited, or 
done toany manner of Perſons, whe makes Conſcience of what they 
do, and lives peaccably up to what it doth require becauſe good Con- 
ſcience is the bond of true Obedience, according to the Scriptures, 
therefore ought to be free and not compelled. 

Fonrthly, That the Fundamental and good old Laws, are the King 
and Kingdoms heſt ſecurity, therefcre not to be Sleighted,Contemned 
er Undervalued. | 

Oh therefore, you that would be accounted Loyal, let your loveto 
the King be without difſimulation; for if you love him, you will - wa 

that 


+ Which that every one may certainly haye an earneſt of here, and the © 


% ' 
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that which bim, and by. your Fruits you are, and will be 
manifeſt. | | Wo 

Wherefore doth the way of the Wicked Proſper, wherefore are 
all they Happy that deal very Treacheraolly, Fer; 12.1; | 
If a man ſay he loves God, and haterh his Brother, he'iva Lyer; for 
hethat loveth not -his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he'lore + 
God whom he hath nor ſeen, -1 Fobs 4. 20. . ALS EL BC 
And this Commandment we have from him, That he who loveth. 
God, Loveth his Brother alſo, verſ. 21. | | 
It is the great Commandment Chrift taught his Diſciples, Thow- 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart,and with all thy Soul, - 
and with _ Mind, this is the Firſt and Great Commandment,and: 
the Second is like unto it z Thou ſhalt love thy Neighlonr as thy felfs 
on theſe two Commandments hang all the Law and the Prophetsy-. 
Adat. 22. 37, 38, 39,40. ; 7% w_ 
This is the very perfeftion of Chriſtian Religion, the certsin mark*» 
of a true Diſciple. 
Charge them that be Rich in this World, that they'be not highmird- 
ed, nor truſt in uncertainRiches, but in the living God, whogiveth us 
richly all things to enjoy + that they do good, that they be rich in j 
Works, that they may lay hold on Eternal Life, 1 Tims. +7, 18, 29. - 


full enjoyment ef happineſs with God hereafter in that Life which ſtall 
neyer have an end, 1s the breathingdeſire-of, - 22 


Written in the 7th.) " | 
Month 1684. william Dolgate, | 
A Priſoner in CE for believing that the: Record pf 
$cri and Chriſts Command therein recorded, ought to | 
yed. | 

For Pride and Coveteouſweſs, Ambiflon, Envy, Revenge, celf-Low, | 


| iſle, Contempt of Goodneſs, Forced Opinion, the/e,and 
"Rn he like ts breed theWorlds Conſaſsion.” 
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